
Securing Our Future
100 African and European Voices on 
Climate Change, Conflict and Security



At a Glance

An Introduction to the Project

In the run-up to the 3rd edition of the Finance in Common (FiCS) Summit in 
October, and COP27 in November 2022, Debating Europe, together with its sister 
platform Debating Africa, asked 100 young people across both continents how 
the Covid pandemic and the conflict in Ukraine have affected their perception of 
threat, and the role they think governments and financial institutions should play 
in the solution.

What do young Africans and Europeans see as the greatest threats to global 
security? How do they think governments and international institutions should 
work together to tackle these challenges and help secure our common future?

With wildfires, flooding and deadly heatwaves linked to climate change impacting 
countries globally, and with the war in Ukraine hitting food and energy prices even as 
the world continues to grapple with the aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic, there is 
no shortage of threats to pick from.

To hear what young people think, Debating Africa and Debating Europe, in 
partnership with the European Investment Bank, ran an ambitious focus group 
project to ask them directly.

We spoke to over 100 young people (aged 18-35) from both continents about their 
concerns. In a series of online focus groups, we explored what should and could 
be done in response to these concerns, particularly by International Financial 
Institutions (IFIs). 

Each focus group kicked off by asking participants to sum up in a line what they 
thought was the biggest threat facing the world right now and why. Participants 
from both sides of the Mediterranean painted a bleak picture overall, with nuanced 
perspectives based on their specific location. 

They were then asked to rank five different issues in order of perceived threat, namely 
public health, energy access, food security, climate change and conflict, and explain 
why. Both groups were requested to consider whether they would have answered 
differently before the Covid-19 pandemic and Ukraine war. Finally, participants were 
probed on the role international organisations could play to make them feel safer, 
with most sessions ending with a question on how they would allocate a fictional 
budget towards their most pressing security concerns.

Would young people from Africa and Europe have vastly different priorities? And 
would these differences be reflected among participants from different parts of the 
same continent?



Executive Summary

This executive summary presents the headline findings from the project. It is 
designed to complement the main report, which goes into greater detail and includes 
a section on methodology and participant demographics.

Young people from both Africa and Europe are very concerned about the future in a 
world threatened by climate change and conflict, and not just the Ukraine war.

While every single European and most French-speaking Africans cited climate 
change as a major, or their main, concern, the issue barely came up with English-
speaking Africans. However, even though African participants didn’t highlight 
climate change as a major concern in and of itself, they were worried about the 
issues it compounded, such as food insecurity.

Amongst English-speaking African participants, far more immediate concerns were 
corruption, and the threat of violent crime, notably kidnapping or terrorism. Indeed, 
physical security and conflict remains one of the greatest sources of insecurity for 
our young African participants – though it was more acutely felt depending on where 
participants came from within Africa (it was felt particularly strongly by participants 
from Nigeria and Cameroon, for example).

Poverty and the rising cost of commodities were also key concerns among the 
African participants whereas these issues were not keeping Europeans awake at 
night. Nevertheless, many Europeans were aware of their privileged position in the 
Global North, and like our African participants, many cited inequality as a problem.

While the Ukraine war is bringing energy insecurity to Europe, many Africans told 
us they have been facing constant blackouts and power interruptions for years. 
Young people from both continents wanted to see a switch to renewable energy as 
an urgent priority.

Likewise, while food prices have been rising dramatically following the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine, African participants pointed out that food insecurity has long 
been a major problem in Africa. Nevertheless, those same participants often told us 
that commodity supply issues linked to the Ukraine war demonstrate Africa’s over-
dependence on food imports.

Most African participants perceived the pandemic in a different way than most of the 
European participants in our focus groups. The proximity and scale of the pandemic 
shocked most European participants, while many African participants compared 
Covid-19 to diseases such as Ebola, monkeypox, and malaria, which their countries 
have been wrestling with long before coronavirus. African participants were also 
more concerned with the socio-economic consequences of the pandemic than the 
direct public health impact.



Both European and African focus groups expressed low levels of trust in 
governments to address these challenges effectively. Among African participants, 
many said they didn’t trust national governments because of issues of corruption 
and inefficiency. European participants, however, often gave different reasons: 
they felt national governments were bad at long-term planning and that the nature 
of many challenges (i.e. climate change) was global and so “going it alone” was 
not possible, therefore international institutions were the most effective way of 
coordinating a global response.

Another important nuance, though, is that many European participants also 
worried that international organisations as they currently exist will be ineffective in 
practice because national governments still have all the power (there were worries, 
for example, of international institutions being nothing but “talking shops”). So, 
our European participants often wanted to empower international institutions to a 
greater extent (though were pessimistic about it happening in practice).

African participants, on the other hand, wanted international institutions to work on 
capacity building and education to overcome corruption and misuse of funds by 
national (and local) governments. They also had a high level of trust in ultra-local 
community institutions (e.g. local churches) and would love to see international 
organisations working with stakeholders at that level.

In terms of how international organisations can respond and what their role is, 
African participants often told us their feelings of insecurity were linked to high 
levels of corruption and poverty, and they thought it could be best tackled through 
education and employment.

Africans and Europeans alike saw focus groups as an ideal way for governments to 
gain insight into public opinion and bring those at the top closer to the people.

Both Africans and Europeans were brimming with ideas about where funding should 
go, with a strong emphasis on education and renewables. Critically they advised 
working with community groups to deliver projects tailored to local needs.



About Debating Europe
& Debating Africa

The platforms that let you discuss YOUR ideas with leaders.

We want to encourage a genuine conversation between politicians and the citizens they 
serve – and that means taking YOUR questions, comments and ideas directly to policy-
makers for them to respond.

Debating Europe was launched in 2011, and has taken a bottom-up approach from the 
beginning, with citizens very much in the driving seat of the debate, asking the questions 
they want answered and putting forward their opinions for politicians and thought-leaders 
from across the EU to react to.

Since launch, we’ve interviewed more than 3,000 policymakers and experts from across 
the political spectrum. Each has agreed to answer some of the 200,000 comments sent in 
to us from citizens online, including from over 271,000 followers on Facebook and Twitter.

In 2021, we launched Debating Africa, adopting the same approach and encouraging a 
pan-African debate on shared challenges such as climate change, security, trade and de-
velopment. We believe international challenges require international dialogue, which is why 
both Debating Europe and Debating Africa frequently co-operate on joint projects to bring 
voices from both continents to the table with politicians and experts.

https://www.debatingeurope.eu/
https://debating.africa/

