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An ONLINE DISCUSSION PLATFORM based on a simple model:
Citizens ask questions - Policymakers and Experts respond
Debating Europe is an online discussion platform designed to allow European citizens to debate important issues directly
with EU and national policymakers, stakeholders and experts. The aims of the project are:




to challenge traditional ‘top-down’ EU thinking with a citizen-driven ‘bottom-up’ approach;
to foster debate and discussion among Europe’s citizens on the crucial issues we face;
to explain to citizens in a simple, easily digestible way the key issues at stake.

Since its launch in 2011, Debating Europe has interviewed more than 2,500 policy-makers and experts from across the
political spectrum. This includes then Secretary General of the UN, Ban Ki-moon, 250 MEPs, 65 national ministers and
state secretaries, 41 national MPs, 13 EU Commissioners, 8 Prime Ministers and the Presidents of the European
Council, the European Commission, and the European Parliament.
Each has agreed to answer some of the 180,000 comments sent in to us from citizens online, including from a growing
4.5 million strong community since launching, and over 280,000 followers on Facebook and Twitter.
A Debating Europe interviewee expressly grants us and our partners, without charge, the permission to use his/her
response freely. This license includes, without limitation, the rights to copy, distribute, transmit, publicly display, publicly
perform, reproduce, edit, translate and reformat the response. This license is valid worldwide and for the duration of the
applicable rights, including its possible legal extensions.
Debating Europe is part of the Friends of Europe think tank and, as a non-profit organization, some of our debates are
supported with funding from third parties and further information on our partners is available on our website as we aim
for full transparency. Debating Europe nevertheless remains editorially independent at all times, producing all of the
content on our website and social media channels ourselves and we do not host content produced by third parties. We
make sure that the most prominent arguments and counter-arguments are included on each issue, and we ensure that
all views are represented during the debates themselves (especially critical and challenging views).
For more on who we are, what we do and how we’re funded, go to www.debatingeurope.eu/about/ where you will also
find our Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.

